
000 HOUSE GARDEN  OCTOBER 2013 000OCTOBER 2013  HOUSE GARDEN

MODERN LIVING

Architect Antonio Zaninovic used cementitious 
slurry on the courtyard walls — a finish achieved by 
stroking the wall with a cement soaked brush — to 
create a contrast between rough and smooth. The 

concrete relief wall mural is by Lorenzo Nassimbeni 

ARCHITECT ANTONIO ZANINOVIC’S DESIGN OF THIS NEWLANDS HOME 
DISPLAYS PURITY OF FORM IN HARMONY WITH NATURE
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ontextual and modern, the work of architect 
Antonio Zaninovic displays a unique 
synergy between a respect for nature and 
an affinity for clean, functional design. 
This singular design language has been 
precisely executed in the layout of a modern 
Newlands home that serves as a weekend 

city stopover for its Clanwilliam-based owners. In response to their 
penchant for Japanese design and their need for a private and cosy, 
yet open, unpretentious living space, Zaninovic created harmony 

through contrasting design elements. Here, the new co-exists with 
the natural, minimalism with luxury, rough with smooth, open with 
closed and warm with cool. 
   Using the Japanese design principles of purity of form and simple 
proportions, Zaninovic designed the building so that its perimeter 
also defines the boundaries of the property, blocking neighbours  
from view, but leaving a private inner courtyard to function as the 
centre. ‘The courtyard is the core of the design, around which 
everything else revolves. All of the rooms open out onto it. And it 
has unobstructed views of Table Mountain,’ says Zaninovic. 

C

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 
A portrait of a high court judge by 
South African photographer Pieter 
Hugo adds some colour to the 
living room, while a Jasper Eales 
pendant light adds character to 
the dining area; a custom-designed 
double-sided sofa cleverly services 
both the living and dining room; 
Yelda Bayraktar designed the 
kitchen server in an Art Deco style 
with timber strips to echo the 
repetition of the timber-clad wall 
by Shepherd Zvirawa

   So, how are the spaces experienced? The main living and dining 
rooms connect the inner courtyard with a front terrace overlooking 
the forest. In summer, the courtyard, living rooms and terrace 
open up to become one cohesive yet multifunctional space — 
an inner-city sanctuary or an entertainer’s dream, whatever the 
occasion calls for. Timber strips clad a focal wall in the living room, 
bringing the elements of nature and warmth into the space, while 
providing a contrast to the remaining cool-white plastered walls. 
For the floors, Zaninovic chose Corcoleum — ‘the material offers 
a character similar to that of concrete with the warmth of cork’. 
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   In keeping with the Japanese philosophy, existing boulders 
were moved and repositioned within the courtyard and 
combined with paths and indigenous plants to create the 
local equivalent Zen garden, which echoes the shapes of the  
mountain beyond. The pool completes the dynamic relationship 
between the outdoor living areas, linking the upper deck to this 
lower courtyard.
   Designer Yelda Bayraktar was responsible for fitting out the 
interior. ‘We focused a lot on art — the owners were very involved 
in selecting an eclectic collection, which really makes the space 
their own,’ she says. ‘But we kept furniture to a minimum in 
order to make the most of Antonio’s clever use of space.’ The 
professional compatibility between Bayraktar and the architect 
is evident, as Zaninovic explains it, ‘Yelda has great appreciation  
for modern architecture — when she designs pieces or sources  
them for a certain space, it appears as though the house was 
designed around them.’ 
   The dining-room table is a prime example of this. Made from  
a tree that previously grew on the property, the piece takes centre 
stage in the living area, casually creating a dining area that divides 
the living space from the kitchen. This versatile, easy-access 
aesthetic extends to the bedrooms, where Japanese shoji screens 
act as mobile walls, provide flexible yet elegant openings and 
enhanced light.
   An effortless synthesis of form and function reigns within this 
home, which sensitively acknowledges the site from which it has 
evolved. It’s an urban escape at peace with its surroundings.  
n Antonio Zaninovic Architects 8 www.antoniozaninovic.com;
Yelda Bayraktar % 072 546 5674

‘THE COURTYARD IS THE CORE 
OF THE DESIGN, AROUND 

WHICH EVERYTHING ELSE 
REVOLVES’ ANTONIO ZANINOVIC

A painting by Michael Taylor hangs on the wall in a 
downstairs bedroom ABOVE In the living room Tomm 

Velthuis’ Ratata sculpture is given its own alcove, while 
additional one-off pieces, such as the ‘Hydra Jug’ by 

Diamantini & Domeniconi, add quirky minimalism

A slick blue bench by James Hannah adds 
a pop of colour to the upstairs deck; grey 

marbelite, applied in a textured circular fashion 
to the pool’s surface, provides balance through 

contrast with the design’s clean, straight 
lines, while a retro-inspired, but slick ladder 

emphasises the design’s modernist influences 


