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A MODERN, MINIMALLY APPOINTED VILLA ABOVE BANTRY BAY 
IS THE PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR MID-SUMMER RELAXATION 

BREATHE EASY
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The minimalist aesthetic of this 
Antonio Zaninovic-designed home 

in Cape Town  is balanced with bold 
artworks OPPOSITE PAGE The 

views onto the Atlantic Ocean 
from the swimming pool 
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Cape Town couple had a clear objective 
in mind when they got married: to build 
a villa in Bantry Bay on the city’s Atlantic 
coast. ‘We always loved it here. It is quiet 
but close to the city centre and sheltered 
from the south-eastern winds, so we can 
enjoy an outdoor life and the incredible 
views onto both the Atlantic Ocean and 
the beautiful city,’ they say. As soon as 
the couple found the land, they started 
looking for an architect. ‘We had heard 
great things about Antonio Zaninovic.  
I didn’t know him but I had seen his work,’ 
says the homeowner. ‘We met him and 
immediately felt that we were on the same 
wavelength. In the end, my husband and  
I didn’t even need to consult each other, we 
knew he was the right person.’ 

Antonio was offered a piece of land to 
work with that is irregular, with a steep 
slope. ‘There are also big trees that we 
had to keep because they are protected 
species,’ Antonio says. The only option 
therefore was to build solidly into the 
border of the back perimeter, so that the 
front area could remain open to develop 
a garden – a condition imposed by the 
owners. The plot’s shape allowed Antonio 
to design the living space like a boomerang, 
with windows looking out to the ocean.

‘We decided to build the terrace and  
a cantilevered swimming pool on the first 
floor in order to create better viewpoints,’ 
he continues. ‘The vision was for an   

A

In the living room, classic modern pieces, 
such as a William de Zanotta leather 
couch, is livened up by unique accessories 
like Missibaba + Mevrou cushions and  
a 1960s chromed lamp
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organic, open building that is perfectly 
integrated into nature. We used visible 
concrete ceilings and columns in the main 
hall for texture, and walnut flooring to 
introduce warm colours.’ 

The couple wanted to live in a relaxed 
home with few walls and large spaces, 
so that their guests could move from 
one room to another during dinners and 
parties. A fundamental requirement was to 
connect the interior and exterior spaces, 
achieved through the fixed glass panels in 
the living and dining rooms, as well as glass 
doors in the hall and kitchen. Thanks to 
this, the house’s 1 000-square metres are 
all connected. 

The main floor is a large space without 
walls that connects the dining and living   

‘WE USED VISIBLE CONCRETE 
CEILINGS AND COLUMNS 

IN THE MAIN HALL FOR 
TEXTURE’ Antonio Zaninovic
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The reinforced concrete island 
in the kitchen was designed by 

Antonio OPPOSITE PAGE 
FROM TOP A table decorated 

with Okha Interiors’ colourful glass 
vases; the first floor terrace and its 

cantilevered swimming pool
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In the double-volume room, 
a ‘LC4’ chaise lounge by  

Le Corbusier for Cassina sits 
beneath a set of ‘Bolio’ hanging 

lamps by Viso OPPOSITE PAGE 
FROM TOP The first floor 

spaces all communicate; a striking 
photograph by Hank Willis Thomas 

hangs in one of the bedrooms
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rooms, bar, kitchen and swimming pool on 
one side. To the other side, the entrance 
lobby opens up to a second, two-storey 
room, the owner’s favourite. 

Downstairs, the office and guest 
bedroom sit at garden level, and on the 
top floor three bedrooms with en-suite 
bathrooms and another living room all 
have a view onto the terrace. The owner 
put the decor together herself according 
to a strict philosophy: ‘Nothing that is not 
functional and doesn’t serve a purpose.’ 
Here, only timeless furniture and objects 
of minimalist beauty reign, complemented 
by fine art in all the major rooms. Spacious 
and neat, the house exudes relaxation 
and tranquillity. n Antonia Zaninovic  
8 antoniozaninovic.com

‘THE VISION WAS FOR AN 
ORGANIC, OPEN BUILDING 
THAT IS PERFECTLY 
INTEGRATED INTO NATURE’


