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his newly built family home is reminiscent 
of some of the modern masterpieces 
designed by the likes of Le Corbusier and 
Philip Johnson. Admittedly inspired by 
these industry icons, Chilean-born Cape 
Town-based architect Antonio Zaninovic 
favours balance above all else. ‘Each and 
every building’s design should be site-
specific, working with the natural landscape 
instead of overwhelming it,’ he emphasises. 

RIGHT
A collection of 

various West 
German ceramic 

vessels and 
colourful textiles 

add texture to 
the living room

OPPOSITE PAGE
The swimming 

pool was 
designed to 

anchor the corner 
of the house, 

helping to merge 
the building  
with nature 

Good Form
OPEN-PLAN INDOOR-OUTDOOR LIVING GOES TO THE NEXT LEVEL 
IN THIS CAPE TOWN HOME BY ARCHITECT ANTONIO ZANINOVIC
TEXT KELLY ADAMI PRODUCTION PETE BERMEJO PHOTOGRAPHS MONTSE GARRIGA

And that is exactly what this compact, 
but spacious, Tamboerskloof home does 
so well. Clean concrete slabs suspended on 
slim, reinforced pillars allow for a floor-to-
ceiling glass ‘skin’ and an expansive open-
plan interior. 

Due to its location at the end of a leafy 
cul-de-sac, the house looks out onto lush 
dense greenery but is essentially invisible 
from the street – making the generous   
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Finishing Touches
All this glass and concrete could have made 
for too cool and austere an atmosphere. 
Antonio’s solution for this was twofold: ‘I 
have used a combination of new and old and 
rough and smooth, in terms of the finishes. 
This gives the space a sense of craftsmanship 
and, therefore, some soul,’ he explains. Off-
shutter concrete ceilings have a raw and 
unfinished look that will age over time, 

contrasting with smooth-polished stucco 
floors in the same tone, for example. This 
approach was extended to the furniture, 
which the homeowners have gathered 
over time, scouring second-hand stores for 
vintage pieces and combining them with 
newer ones to cool and quirky effect. In 
addition, two fireplaces – one in the living 
room and one in the library – ensure that 
the home is kept cosy in the colder months.

Designed to work as one big space in the 
summertime, the glass doors slide open to 
merge the open-plan lounge, dining room 
and kitchen with the garden and forest 
beyond. The owners can lie on the sofas 
and listen to the birds or relax on the front 
deck and enjoy expansive mountain views 
past the swimming pool. 

The simplicity of Antonio’s architectural 
approach has resulted in a structure that

use of glass ideal. ‘The setting provides 
peace and privacy, not to mention city and 
forest views that needed to be played up,’ 
explains Antonio. 

Aside from the full-scale glass walls, 
Antonio has made use of Bauhaus-style 
steel-framed windows in the pared-back 
master-bedroom loft to maximise interior 
light – the property is quite shady – and  
to give the space an industrial edge.

FROM FAR LEFT An L-shaped sofa from 
Weylandts creates an alcove in the open-plan 
living room, illuminated by a Foscarini ‘Twiggy’ 
lamp; a Richard Hart artwork bridges the gap 

between the kitchen and the library, where built-in 
floor-to-ceiling bookshelves form a striking visual

I HAVE USED A COMBINATION OF NEW 
AND OLD AND ROUGH AND SMOOTH, 
IN TERMS OF THE FINISHES. THIS GIVES 
THE SPACE A SENSE OF CRAFTSMANSHIP 
AND, THEREFORE, SOME SOUL
ANTONIO ZANINOVIC
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Space Savvy
The building’s footprint is compact – a svelte 
L-shaped plan covers a modest 300-odd 
square metres, which feels like much more. 
The ground level includes two bedrooms,  
a library-cum-study and the living spaces, 
while the upstairs loft comprises the 
master suite (with open-plan bathroom and 
dressing room). ‘The minimal use of interior 
walls means that the space appears larger 

than it is,’ says Antonio. ‘I used low partition 
walls, which divide the spaces up without 
obstructing views or blocking light. The 
result is that the owners are able to enjoy 
garden views from almost anywhere in their 
bedroom.’ The pièce de résistance? He’s 
left the rafters exposed, adding extra height  
and thus, even more light. ‘It just works 
well,’ confirms Antonio. n Antonio Zaninovic 
Architecture Studio % 021 462 5039

ABOVE A vintage 
elm-wood rocking chair, 
created by Lucian Ercolani 
for Ercol Goldsmith adds 
character to the bathroom 
RIGHT In a bedroom,  
the sofa, stool and table 
are all from Brick Lane  
in London 

OPPOSITE PAGE 
In the master bedroom, 
a Vitra ‘Elephant’ stool 
from Créma Design 
serves as a side table

is elegantly understated in both appearance 
and environmental impact. 

The home’s eco credentials are borne out 
of the fact that it was designed in a cost-
effective way, using the simplest processes, 
with a minimum amount of materials. 
‘There are no big systems,’ says Antonio, ‘if 
you need more ventilation, you just open 
a window. If you need more warmth, you 
light a fire.




